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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
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To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: 


e The “Kingdom of God” occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


e Jesus taught His disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@ He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


e They are pressing into it 
e They are proselyting for it 
e They are prevailing because of it 
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cause? 
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Valuable Information 


Dear Friends: 

It is certain that we are definitely living 
in the last days and by reading these won- 
derful books it enables me to receive such 
comfort and such valuable information. 

I hope and pray that since I have learned 
the true facts that I will have enough time 
to teach my children the true facts so that 
they also can be prepared to meet the Lord. 

Worcester, Mass. Mrs. L. R. M. 


Help in Dark Times 


Dear Friends: 

Thank you so much for sending the 
MeEssacE. From its pages that I have read, it 
has given me much brighter hope and faith. 
It has helped me understand in a better way. 
The more that I read, the plainer it seems to 
help me through these dark times. 

Washington, D. C. Mrs. B. M. 


For Friends of the Megiddo Message 


“I travel near and I travel far 
In order to be wherever you are. 


I travel East and I travel West, 
To the Christian home where I’m counted the 
best. 


Sometimes I bring news that is very sad, 
Along with news that makes your heart glad. 


My pages are full of good gospel news 
That will lighten your burden and chase 
away the gloom. 


The Christian Message I bring to you 
Will help the old and the young folks too. 


When you have read me, through to the end, 
Won't you please pass me on to a friend? 


After he has read me, perhaps he will say, 
‘I will subscribe for the Message today.’ 


I'm delivered biweekly to your front door, 
The rural mail box or the grocery store. 


It makes me happy to be on my way, 
To be in your home forever to stay. 


Whenever I reach you, I hope you will say, 
‘It was wonderful to read the Message today.’ ” 
Pine Bluff, Ark. Z. W. G. 


Christian Effort 


Dear Sister, 

Each one of us is our brother’s keeper 
and we must either by word or pen try to 
get the other to respond to greater service 
in the Lord, lest we fall asleep. The natural 
mind is apt to see too much of the temporal 
all around us and not enough of the heav- 
enly, which can be seen only as we inten- 
sify our gaze to grasp and to hold on to 
the divine with all our might and strength. 

We have so much to look forward to. 
Only let us not get our vision dimmed by 
doing the things that we should not do. 

South Amboy, N. J. L. M. K. 
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The Lord’s Supper as Instituted by Christ 
on Abib 13 


HERE HAS NEVER been any count of time to 
T compare with Bible time, with twelve months in 
a year and thirty days in a month, always beginning 
the year with the first new moon after the vernal equinox. 
Then the evening of the 18th of Abib is always the time 
to observe the New Passover or Lord’s Supper, as insti- 
tuted by our Master on that memorable night so long ago 
when He met with His Apostles to partake of the bread 
and “fruit of the vine,’’ as we read in Matt. 26: 26, 27, 
29. The rest of the chapter tells that when they had sung 
a hymn they went out into the Garden of Gethsemane. 
There Jesus was betrayed by Judas and led away to 
Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders 
had assembled and before whom He was subjected to the 
venom of their hostility and cruelty in the effort to find 
evidence whereby they might put Him to death. 

The 27th chapter of Matthew relates how our Master 
was bound by the priests and elders of the people and led 
away to be delivered to Pilate; how the governor endeav- 
ored to free Him, but after vainly pleading with His per- 
secutors, he delivered Jesus over into the hands of the 
mob and about the sixth hour (12 o’clock of the same 
day) He was put upon the cross, and about the ninth 
hour (3 o’clock) He died. He was taken down from the 
cross that same day and laid in the tomb of Joseph of 
Arimathea. Al] these sad and eventful things happened 
on the 13th day of Abib: the Supper, the betrayal, the 
mock trial, the crucifixion, death and burial. The Gospels 
of St. John and St. Mark also prove beyond a doubt that 
Jesus instituted the Supper, was tried and crucified on 
the 13th of Abib. 

The apostle John tells us in chapter 19:13, 14, “When 
Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus 
forth, and sat down in the judgment seat. . . and it was 
the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: 
and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!” It was 
the Preparation Day, the day before the Passover; and as 
the Jewish Passover was on the 14th day of Abib, the 
day before the Passover would be the 13th of Abib. The 
14th of Abib was not only the Passover but also the 
second sabbath of the year, and that is why, as Mark 15: 
42, 43 tells us, “When the even was come, because it was 
the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, Jo- 
seph of Arimathea. . . came, and went boldly unto Pilate, 
and craved the body of Jesus.” Thus we learn that Jesus 
was laid in the tomb before the Passover Day of the Jews 
began, the sepulcher sealed by order of Pilate, and the 
watch set. 

In Luke 23: 54-—56 we are told, “And that day was the 
preparation, and the sabbath drew on. And the women 
also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after. 
and beheld the sepulcher, and how his body was laid. And 
they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and 
rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.” 
Now remember that the Sabbath was the 7th day of the 
week of Bible time (not Roman time), so when we read 


in the 24th chapter of the women coming to the sepul- 
cher early in the morning of the first day of the week, we 
know it was the first day of the Bible week, not Sunday 
as is commonly believed. 

Christ lay in the tomb over the night and day of the 
Sabbath, which was also the Passover, the 14th of Abib, 
and rose from the dead on the morning of the 15th of 
Abib. Counting from the evening of March 27, the begin- 
ning of Abib 1st, to the evening of April 8, brings us to 
the beginning of the 13th of Abib, the anniversary of the 
evening when Jesus met with the Twelve to partake of 
the emblems; and on that evening the Megiddo congrega- 
gation and visiting brethren will meet in our church to 
renew our covenant and partake of the bread and juice of 
the grape. 

As Christ rose from the dead on the morning of the 
15th of Abib, Bible time, the true Easter or anniversary 
of the resurrection will come this year on Monday, April 
11th of Roman time. “Very early in the morning” (Luke 
24: 1) that day we will meet again in our church to read and 
sing of that wonderful morning when the devout women 
went to the sepulcher and found the stone rolled away and 
heard the angels say unto them, “Why seek ye the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember 
how he spake unto you while he was yet in Galilee, saying, 
The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 
men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” Then 
they remembered His words, and returned from the sepul- 


cher and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all 
the rest. 


“Today is the Third day Since These Things were done” 


The question is often asked, “How could Jesus have 
been in the earth or grave three days and three nights?” 

Jesus never said He would be in the literal earth three 
cays and nights, but He did say, in Matt. 12: 40, “So shall 
the Son of man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth.” Not a reference is here made to the 
literal earth. 

The Hebrew Lexicon gives as some of the definitions of 
“heaven” and “earth”: “Used of the whole creation. . . 
for the inhabitants of the earth. .. Also used of the inhab- 
itants of a region.” We find that the terms are so 
employed in the Bible, for we read in Isaiah 1: 2, “Hear, 
O ‘heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath 
spoken.”” The Prophet was addressing the kings and peo- 
ple of Israel, as is shown in verse 10, and not the liter- 
al heavens and earth. In Deut. 32: 1 the same phraseology 
is used: “Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and 
hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.” 

By a study of Luke 24: 5—21 we shall be enabled to 
understand the subject. After the stone had been rolled 
away from the sepulcher and Jesus had risen from the 
dead, the bright shining angels recalled to the minds of 
the women at the tomb the words of the Master that “the 
Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 





4 MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE 





men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” No- 
tice, there are three different things enumerated which 
occurred during the three days. Jesus had now risen 
from the dead, and it was the third day since He had 
been delivered into the hands—or power—of sinful men. 

The afternoon of the 15th of Abib, after Jesus had 
risen from the dead in the morning, two of His disciples 
walked to Emmaus, and “Jesus himself drew near and 
went with them.” Although their hearts burned within 
them as their loved Master reasoned with them out of the 
Scriptures, yet they did not recognize Him; and when He 
asked them, “What manner of communications are these 
that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?” 
they answered, “Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, 
and hast not known the things which are come to pass 
there in these days?” He said unto them, “What things?” 
Now pay particular attention to their answer: “Concern- 
ing Jesus of Nazareth. . . and how the chief priests and 
our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and 
have crucified him. But we trusted that it had been he 
which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, 
today is the third day since these things were done.” This 
was near the close of the 15th day of Abib, and yet they 
said, “Today is the third day since these things were 
done.” The first event was being “delivered into the hands 
of sinful men.” That was the earth which held Him; not 
the literal earth but wicked men called the earth. In fact, 
Jesus was never in the literal earth but in the rock-hewn 
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. 

It was a part of three nights and three days from the 
time Jesus was delivered into the hands of sinful men un- 
til He arose from death’s slumber: betrayed on the night 
of the 13th of Abib and delivered by Judas into the hands 
of sinful men, crucified and buried before the close of 
Abib 13, which gives us one night and a day; the night 
and day of the 14th of Abib He lay in the tomb, which 
makes two nights and days since He was delivered into 
the hands of sinful men; and it was after the night of 
the 15th and a very small portion of the day, before He 
rose from the dead, so that the disciples could say in the 
closing hours of the 15th of Abib, “Today is the third day 
since these things were done.” 

The date of every event given is according to Bible time 
beginning with the month Abib; but when in their dark- 
ness people endeavor to calculate these events by Roman 
time, only confusion and seeming contradictions exist, 
and thus the sword is put into the hands of the infidel. 
All who love this blessed Bible and wish to defend its 
precious truths, will accept the true time as given by the 
God of Heaven. 


The Apostolic Church Partook of the Supper in 
the Evening 


We have already proved that Christ instituted the New 
Passover, the bread and wine, in the evening or begin- 
ning of the 13th of Abib as a yearly observance, as was 
the old Passover which it superseded. The apostle Paul 
in giving it to us, said: “For I have received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus 
the same night in which he was betrayed took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, 
eat” (I Cor. 11:23, 24). What did Paul receive of the 
Lord? “That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he 
was betrayed took bread.” It was not to be observed every 
week, nor every month, nor every three months, but once 


a year on the anniversary of the very evening when Jesus 
instituted it. What a fitting time to meet to renew our 
covenant to eat every word of God, on the anniversary 
of that evening so long ago when Jesus met with His 
apostles! 

The historian testifies that among the early Christians 
it was an evening observance: “It is evident from St. 
Paul’s words and practice, that in the Apostolic Church 
the administration took place after our Lord’s pattern, 
in the evening. The evening celebration lingered on for a 
while, but it was gradually given up and entirely ceased 
by the 4th century.” What evidence! In the Apostolic 
Church they followed the pattern given them by our Lord, 
but gradually the Roman Church changed it from the 
yearly observance in the evening to a Sunday observance 
in the morning. 

We read in Matt. 26: 30, ‘““And when they had sung an 
hymn, they went out.” If we had been among the Twelve 
privileged to be at that first memorial Supper, it is said 
that the hymn which was sung at the close just before 
they went out or just before the conversation which Jesus 
held with them, would have been the portion of the Hallel 
or “hymn of praise” which contained Psalms 116, 117, 
and 118. The whole Hallel comprises also Psalms 113, 114, 
and 115, which had been sung earlier in the Supper. 

We cannot appreciate the grandeur and beauty of this 
hymn which was sung by the Twelve and by the Lord 
Himself, because the translation into English causes it to 
lose the rhythm and beauty of the Hebrew Psalm. But we 
can join in the beautiful and appropriate thoughts of this 
Hallel, ii: which the Lord and His twelve Apostles lifted 
up their \ vices before they went out into the great trage- 
dy of that eventful night. 

I love the Lord, 

because he hath heard my voice and my supplications. 
Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, 

therefore will I call upon him as long as I live. 

The sorrows of death compassed me, 
and the pains of sheol gat hold upon me: 
1 found trouble and sorrow. 

Then called I upon the name of the Lord; 

O LorD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 

yea, our God is merciful. 

The LorpD preserveth the simple: 

I was brought low, and he helped me. 
Return unto thy rest, O my soul; 

for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee. 
For thou hast delivered my soul from death, 

mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 
I will walk before the LorD 

in the land of the living. 
I believed, therefore have I spoken: 

I was greatly afflicted, 
I said in the fear of God, 

All men are liars. 
What shall I render unto the Lorp 

For all his benefits toward me? 
I will take the cup of salvation, 

and cal] upon the name of the Lorp. 
I will pay my vows unto the Lorp 

now in the presence of all His people, 
Precious in the sight of the Lorp 

is the death of His saints. 

O Lorp, truly I am thy servant; 
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I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: 
Thou hast loosed my bonds. 

I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and will call upon the name of the LORD. 

I will pay my vows unto the LORD 
now in the presence of all His people, 

In the courts of the LORD’s house, 
in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. 





PILATE REMEMBERS 


“I wonder why that scene comes back tonight, 
That long forgotten scene of years ago, 

Perhaps this touch of spring, that bright-orbed moon; 
For it was spring, and spring’s fair moon hung low 
Above my garden on the night He died. 

I still remember how I felt disturbed 

That I must send Him to a felon’s cross 

On such a day when spring was in the air, 

And in His life, for He was young to die. 

How tall and strong He stood, how calm His eyes, 
Fronting me straight the while I questioned Him. 
His fearless heart spoke to me through His eyes, 
Could I have won Him as my follower, 

And a hundred like besides, my way had led 

To Caesar’s palace, and I'd wear today 

The imperial purple. But He would not move 
One little bit from His wild madcap dream 

Of seeking truth. What wants a man with ‘truth’ 
When He is young and spring is at the door? 

He would not listen, so He had to go; 

One mad Jew less meant little to the state, 

And pleasing Annas made my task the less. . . 
And yet for me He spoiled that silver night 
Remembering it was spring and He was young.” 





Sentenced to Live 


HEN CHRIST instituted the New Passover on the 
evening of Abib 13, to replace the old Jewish Pass- 
over on the 14th, He knew of the difficult ordeal which 
awaited Him on the morrow, and His predominant con- 
cern was for strength to endure the trial, the scourging, 
the crucifixion. The partaking of the emblems was an 
outward expression of inner recommitment, a new pledge 
of loyalty to the Father’s will. And every such expression 
is itself a fresh source of spiritual vitality. Thus it was 
that Jesus said at the last Supper, “With desire I have 
desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer.” 
There was suffering acute to be born by this Master of 
men, for He was sentenced to die; and rather than deny 
that He was born to be King of the world to come, He 
accepted the death sentence. 

We are not sentenced to die, but rather sentenced to 
live. Will we accept the life sentence as heroically, as 
resolutely, as Christ met His death sentence? 

Many are the unnamed martyrs who have met a cruel 
and torturous death, because they held their ideals to be 
dearer than life. And certainly there is commendable 
courage in the willingness to sacrifice one’s very life 
for the principles he holds. But we may find that the 
greater courage, the nobler endurance, the more sterling 
constancy is required of us in accepting the life sentence, 





in meeting the long demands of the years. We are sen- 
tenced to live for our faith, to live radiantly, to live 
triumphantly day after day, year after year though cir- 
cumstances be nettling, though associates be irritating, 
thougn employer be mercenary, still we are to go right 
on living the transfigured life. This is what is meant 
by accepting the life sentence. 

We are apt to question, “How can I live serenely amid 
the vexatious things, the annoying things, the multitude 
of little worries and frets, which lie all along my way, 
and which I cannot evade?” 

The answer is, when we make up our minds to accept 
what we cannot alter, these petty annoyances assume a 
new guise; they are transformed from foe to friend; 
they become the material from which the crown of life 
is wrought, instead of the burden which galls the neck. 

Sentenced to live! And working out that sentence 
demands great deeds of heroism. Having others take us 
for granted, failing to get credit for sacrifices that we 
have made, bearing the cross daily, that is what it is to 
be sentenced to live. In the daily carrying of the com- 
mon load, meeting the drudgery and grind of the abra- 
sive days, the keeping up and the keeping on, the doing 
of it all willingly, in these things are revealed angels of 
the world to come. 

Great merit lies in the fidelities that carry through 
the common days—the same monotonous routine duties 
day after day, year after year. To have to face life with 
a galling handicap, a constant thorn in the flesh, when 
to die would seem gain, that is sentenced to live. And 
when these are met faithfully and borne with a sweet- 
ness of soul, not as a drudge, not with grumbling resent- 
ment, therein lies the glory, there the true hero. 

To live sacrifically, to sacrifice when unappreciated, 
to accept blame when we had deserved praise, to suffer 
the slings and arrows of ridicule because of our stand 
for high moral living, and still hold fast to our ideals— 
all these are accepting the life sentence. To retain that 
excellent spirit that knows no bitterness; to bear the 
cutting remarks, the cynical slurs with tranquillity of 
of soul, serenity of countenance—our only response in 
words of pure kindness—this is the Christian’s life 
sentence. 

Sentenced to live really means sentenced to die the 
death of our natural desires. As the Psalmist expressed 
it, “For thy sake are we killed all the day long, we are 
counted as sheep for the slaughter.” The man of Tarsus 
was filling the same life sentence when he said, “I die 
daily.” There were 365 funerals every year for him. He 
was a martyr in daily living long years before he became 
a martyr in death. 

Of us he urges, “Present your bodies a living sacrifice.” 
The figure of a sacrifice signifies the end of living. 
Yet ours is to be a living sacrifice. Rather paradoxical, 
isn’t it? We are bidden to sacrifice ourselves, spiritually 
dying unto old ways of mediocrity and sin; the mean- 
while living for God among men. This is our life sentence. 
Can we meet it? We must! 





The words of a psychologist tell us: 

“Man destroys his body by his emotions. He hacks away 
at himself with the hatchet of worry; sets himself afire with 
the torch of anger; blows himself up with the dynamite of 
hatred, and slowly consumes his own vitals with the acids 
of envy, jealousy, and fear.” 
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Ananias’ Example 


RUE GODLY humility is the one practical virtue 

that all professing Christians must acquire in large 
measure before they can make any significant progress 
in the divine life. In a Biblical sense, humility might be 
said to be a synonym of faith, since there is never any 
true faith without humility. Hence we can see that 
knowledge by itself is not faith, though one may know 
every subject of truth perfectly, and the Bible from lid 
to lid. Consequently, we come to the conclusion that, 
although knowledge is necessary as a foundation of faith, 
our individual faith-structure does not itself begin to 
take substantial form until a framework consisting of 
acts of humility is erected thereon; and then floored, 
and sheathed, and shingled, windowed, and doored, and 
finished with acts of obedience to bind the framework 
together. 

No winds of adversity can ever shatter that structure, 
or sweep it off its foundation, for the two are welded 
together, and the building as a whole by that strongest 
of cements, hope. Neither can any flood of contention 
undermine the foundation itself, because it is anchored 
to the bedrock of truth, the Rock of Ages. 

Let us now open the door of the ancient past, and 
observe an individual in action who had carefully built 
such a faith-structure for himself to dwell in. This is a 
relatively obscure person, a common servant of God 
like you and me—and yet, maybe not so much like you 
and me, unless we have built for ourselves a house of 
faith such as was his. 

As the door swings open, we see a man kneeling in 
prayer in the early morning on the roof of his house in 
Damascus. Suddenly the gives a slight start, then 
straightens his back, and assumes an alert attitude as 
we hear him addressed by the sweet, firm voice of an 
entity apparently visible to ‘him, but invisible to us: 
“Ananias.” 

“Behold, I am here, Lord,” is the immediate response, 
as he speaks a little tremulously, in a quiet, reverent 
tone of voice. 

Listening intently with Ananias, we again hear the 
voice: “Arise, and go into the street which is called 
Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called 
Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, and hath seen 
in a Vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting 
his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.” 

Ananias now expresses the appearance of a man torn 
between reason and the sense of duty. Possibly this is 
his first vision of an angel of God, and his natural mind 
is struggling to convince him that the vision is only 
an imaginative hallucination, in view of his knowledge 
of the dire purpose of Saul’s journey to Damascus when 
he left Jerusalem. And so, a little bewildered, he addresses 
the entity: “Lord, I have heard by many of this man, 
how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 
and here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind 
all that call on thy name.” 

Ah! Again the voice speaks: “Go thy way: for he is 
a chosen vesse] unto me, to bear my name before the 
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel; for I will 
show him how great things he must suffer for my name’s 
sake.” : 

Ananias is convinced, for we see him suddenly emerge 


from his house and hasten along several streets, to arrive 
at last at the home of Judas who beckons him in. Here 
we must consult the record alone for the climax where 
we are told simply: “And Ananias. . . entered into the 
house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, 
the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the 
way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest 
receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit. And 
immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: 
and he received sight forthwith.” 

As we ponder upon this little drama from the Book of 
Life, we can have no doubt of the strength of Saul’s faith 
as he knelt praying in Judas’ home, awaiting the arrival 
of Ananias to open his sightless eyes. No, not after we 
recall the awful, yet wonderful, experience he had passed 
through on his way to Damascus. Had not Jesus appeared 
to him in the fulness of His blinding heavenly glory? 
Had He not reproved him for his murderous mission? 
Had not Saul, trembling and astonished, asked Jesus, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And had not the 
Lord said unto him, “Arise, and go into the city, and it 
shall be told thee what thou must do”? 

Here he knelt, trustfully awaiting the arrival of a 
man he did not know, to open his eyes and start him on 
his new and glorious, yet difficult, mission. All now 
depended upon an unusual test of the humility of Ananias. 

Would he, ignorant of Saul’s miraculous conversion 
but knowing the purpose of his mission to Damascus, be 
willing to believe that the vision he had seen of an angel 
commanding him to perform this mission was genuine? 
Or would he dismiss it as a hallucination of his own 
mind, and thus lose to someone else this reward of 
anointing for the service of the gospel the man who was 
to be responsible for its spread to the then known world? 
Ananias let his better judgment rule, of course, because 
he had been accustomed to obey; although for the moment 
he had been doubtful. 


ee & i & 
GROWING 


The consciousness of perpetual expansion, mentally, 
morally, and spiritually, must necessarily constitute the 
highest kind of happiness, because there is no satisfaction 
like that which comes from the consciousness of growth. 
To feel yourself expanding under the stimulus of your 
effort to make good; to feel your life unfolding; to be 
conscious of the growing development of your inner 
powers; this is life and joy: this is infinite satisfaction. 





CONCERNING GOSSIP 


The one who brings malicious gossip from house to 
house carries his own infection like a traveler taking the 
plague in his garments. Talebearing is a compound weak- 
ness and wickedness. He is said to be more fearless than 
bolder criminals and despised more. Remember the 
ancient truth: Gossip is from the devil; it always hurts. 
The best method a self-respecting family can adopt with 
a talebearer is rigid quarantine. One does not play with 
fire; and you can depend on one sure thing, the one who 
brings gossip to your home carries also some from your 
home to others. When you are tempted to gossip, try the 
positive way by spreading GOOD NEWs. You will find a 
lasting welcome wherever you go. 
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“He is not Here, but is Risen” 
Matthew 28:6 


In that lone garden, morning dawns; 
The faithful women wait the day. 
The tomb is empty; from its door 
The mighty stone is rolled away. 
Within, a shining angel waits 
The coming of sad-hearted friends, 
To show Christ’s triumph o’er the grave— 
Our peace divine which never ends. 


“He is not here! He is not here!” 
The risen Lord has conquered fear! 


Into the darkness dread He passed; 

Into the gloom earth’s great ones dread ; 
Into the realm of death so vast, 

Yet slept and rose as from His bed. 
Pain could not hold that life divine; 

No grave could give eternal sleep. 
The bruised body woke in power, 

And broken hearts forgot to weep. 


The night has passed, and with it fear; 
“Our Lord is here! Our Lord is here!” 
In a new tomb they laid the Lord, 
With eyes so tearless, since their fears 
Chilled sorrow’s fount, and held within 
A voiceless grief too deep for tears. 
And now He lives in endless life, 
And speaks of joy from out the skies, 
Since in His strength each heart can cry, 
“Christ rose, and I shall surely rise!” 


Why should we doubt, or sigh, or care? 
Our Lord is there! Our Lord is there! 


With His disciples walked our Lord 
After His Passion, e’en His pain; 

Then sorrowing ones beheld with awe 
Their Master borne from them again— 

But now by angel hosts. Spake two, 
“Why stand ve gazing up to Heaven? 


Men hohe 





This Jesus whom you’ve seen ascend, 
Shall come again”—’tis promise given. 


Earth’s night will pass, its pain and tears; 
We'll reign with Christ a thousand years! 
—Sel. and amp. 





EVER DID threescore furlongs seem so short before 

as on the day when Cleopas and his companion, 
and a Stranger who had joined them on their journey 
returned from Jerusalem to Emmaus. 

They were carried captive with the Stranger’s amazing 
knowledge, with His supreme authority, and with His 
burning words. And no wonder. Many learned, and ear- 
nest and eloquent men have expounded Moses, David and 
Isaiah since that Emmaus afternoon, but human ears 
and human hearts have never heard such another expo- 
sition of the Holy Scriptures as Cleopas and his com- 
panion heard from that Stranger’s lips. 

This Stranger, whoever He was, seemed to Cleopas to 
have the whole Book unrolled within Himself, unfolding 
to them Moses, David, Isaiah and Jeremiah. And the way 
He spoke to them called to His two companions’ remem- 
brance all that they had ever heard or read in Moses and 
the Prophets and the Psalms: the seed of the woman, the 
scapegoat, the thirty pieces of silver, “My God, My God, 


how great is thy deliverance,” “They parted my garments 
among them, and cast lots upon my vesture, and in My 
thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.” 

“Come and sup with us,” said Cleopas to this myste- 
rious Siranger, who had so over-mastered him and set 
his heart on fire. ‘““Abide with us for the day is far spent.” 

And when they sat down to supper, Cleopas naturally 
asked the Stranger to ask the blessing. What grace did 
ihe Stranger say in that supper-room in Emmaus? Would 
it be a Psalm? Or something the Stranger was accustomed 
io say, or would it be this, at the hearing of which 
Cleopas’ heart would kindle afire again. “Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye 
have no life in you... For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed.” The three men got no further 
than the blessing that night. As the Stranger handed to 
Cleopas anj{ to his companion the bread He had blessed 
and broken, they could not help but see His hands. And 
at that moment, He vanished out of their sight. 
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Face Lihting 


HAT COULD testify more forcibly to the atter 

vanity of modern women than the so-called beauty 
parlors that we see in every part of a city or even the 
smal] towns wherever we go! Women seem to consider 
the “making up” of their faces and their hair dressing 
as important as their daily food, and no doubt many of 
them actually spend as much or more for the former as 
for the latter. 

Among the many devices used for maintaining a youth- 
ful appearance, we sometimes hear of the operation of 
“face lifting.” Occasionally some especially vain women 
whose age is becoming too apparent will submit to this 
operation, a process by which the skin of the face is drawn 
up or some substance injected under it to eradicate the 
wrinkles of age or those produced by an ugly disposition. 

How little these vain, foolish persons realize that the 
only sure way to acquire and retain real beauty of fea- 
ture is to become beautiful within, to form a beautiful 
character. Are we not told by a reliable Beautician that 
“the king’s daughter is all glorious within”? How much 
finer and more attractive is the face adorned with spirit- 
ual beauty; the eyes which look out from a mind at peace 
with God and that sparkle with the zeal of divine energy; 
the smile that comes from a sense of work well done and 
of a kindly feeling toward all, and a joy in living the life 
triumphant; the radiance which emanates from a counte- 
nance portraying godly attributes; the serenity that 
comes from a will submissive, always ready to say “Thy 
will, not mine, be done.” 

How much more admirable and altogether lovely is a 
face lifted by high and holy thoughts, a face radiating 
the joy of a chastened and disciplined mind and body; 
a face lifted above selfishness, showing none of the ugly 
lines of anger or impatience, the disfiguring marks of 
jealousy or envy or other fleshly emotions. 

The directions for attaining the beauty of holiness are 
explicit: Ephesians 4:31, 32, “Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put 
away from you with all malice; and be ye kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” As all these 
evils are preceded by the evil thought, we are told what 
should be the subject of our thought: “Whatsoever things 
are true... honest... just... pure... lovely... and 
of good report.” These are the things upon which we must 
think in order to produce the happy emotions which leave 
the “footprints of smiles” upon the face. 

A daily practice of kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, and patience will do wonders to an otherwise plain 
or homely face. And the plain face does not matter in 
the sight of God, for only man looks on the outward 
appearance, “but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 

In Isaiah 3, where the vanities of women’s apparel is 
lamented, we find these words: “The shew of the counte- 
nance doth witness against them: and they declare their 
sin as Sodom. They hide it not.” 

Let us not think we can indulge such soul-destroying 
emotions as anger, bitterness, jealousy, suspicion, stub- 
bornness, malice, and deceit, and prevent its showing in 
our features. We might hide it from less discerning eyes, 
but not from those who have learned to discern both good 
and evil; and certainly it cannot be hidden from the all- 
seeing eye of the Creator who discerns even the thoughts 


and intents of the heart including the emotions. 

This sort of face lifting is not a painful operation if 
one submits to it willingly, and the results are guaran- 
teed to produce a joyful countenance. Those who go 
through this operation now do so for the purpose of 
covering up their true age, but when the face is lifted 
from within by character-building not only the face but 
an entirely new creature is developed, and then “thine 
age shall be clearer than the noonday,” says Job. It is 
nothing we wish to hide or cover up, for it shows that 
we are becoming of full age, of the stature of our Master. 

But let us take a look at ourselves. Are we becoming 
mature Christian men and women of full age, if mur- 
muring or complaining about our circumstances, our 
trials, the little annoyances of our daily tasks? Can we 
lift up our face without spot if rebelling, even inwardly, 
at whatever comes to us? Surely we are not getting our 
faces lifted if we feel ungrateful when our faults or 
errors are pointed out or if resenting the discipline nec- 
essary to help us kill out the affections and lusts of the 
flesh. Do we feel we are being unjustly treated or our 
lot made unnecessarily hard when we are only being 
tested? Do you think Abraham felt thus? We may be sure 
we can never lift up our face without spot to the Almighty 
if we have anyone in heaven but God or anyone on earth 
we desire beside Him. 

Speaking of the events preceding His second coming 
to establish His Kingdom, Jesus said, ‘When ye see these 
things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up 
your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.” It is high 
time we were looking up, for we certainly see the very 
things He mentioned coming to pass. But if we have not 
lifted up our heads before that day comes, we certainly 
shal] not be able to do so then. 

The Christian’s life is a continual lifting up to the 
plane where God dwells. We must lift ourselves from the 
low thoughts of the natural mind to the high thoughts 
of God. Then it is a daily, hourly lifting from the carnal 
ways to God’s ways; for both His thoughts and ways are 
as high above ours as the heavens are high above the 
earth. But, oh, how humanity cleaves to the dust! 

Let us strain every nerve in the little time left us by 
preparing our hearts and stretching out our hands unto 
Him. How? If iniquity be in our hands, let us put it far 
away and let not wickedness dwell in our tabernacles. 
Then we can lift up our faces when we stand before the 
Judge of all the earth, for not only our faces but our 
whole beings will be “without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing” and will reflect the image of our Master. He will 
then perfect the work by lifting us to the plane of immor- 
tality where never more will we have to fight temptation, 
never again will a trial beset us nor a besetting sin over- 
take us. Never more shall a sorrow mar our happiness 
nor a pain disturb our peace, and old age and death will 
hold no terrors for us. 

With such a glorious reward before us, should we not 
only be willing but exceedingly anxious to pass through 
any process that would prepare us to receive it? The time 
limit for accomplishing this work has almost expired. 
May it not find us with hanging head or drooping counte- 
nance because we did not have the courage, the stamina, 
and endurance to withstand the operation of spiritual 
face lifting. 
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The ‘Root of the “Matter 


6 HEY ARE NEVER alone who are accompanied 

with noble thoughts.” Indeed we may enjoy the 
loftiest association possible, in the most humble circum- 
stances, if we but choose to think in harmony with the 
Most High God, and meditate upon those sublime truths 
which have issued forth from the Divine Mind. To live 
without thought is not life; it is simple, barren existence. 
The faculty for thought is what places man above the 
animal creation: but so few use this grand prerogative 
of mind intelligently or profitably. 

Action is the fruit of thought. In the process of char- 
acter development, one must look well to the root of his 
conduct—his thoughts, the processes of his mind. Con- 
sider the actions of impulsive people. Today they thought- 
lessly act as their impulses lead them, tomorrow they are 
full of regrets about the mistakes of yesterday. We must 
learn that the well-ordered conduct of a Christian is the 
product of a well-ordered mind, whose meditation is 
centered on the law of God. 

We find a steppingstone to success in God’s communi- 
cation to Joshua after the death of Moses. To trust in 
His unfailing promise, to be strong, to have courage and 
to meditate upon the book of the law was the keynote of 
that message—“that thou mayest observe to do according 
to all that is written therein, for then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” 

The fruit of such meditation is propriety of action. It 
is neither too grave nor too gay, too gleesome nor too 
sad, nor either of these at improper places. It is to be 
happy without being silly, joyous without being foolish, 
sober without being despondent, to speak plainly with- 
out giving offence. To secure this blessing, one must 
learn to hold counsel continually with the Supreme Mind, 
that through it he may learn to gain control over every 
desire and impulse that rises within him, over every 
action, and see that at all times obedience is yielded to 
the dictates of this wise counsel which comes from God 
only. To be successful in this he must be always watch- 
ful, always guarded, always striving for the more perfect 
attainment of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 

He who cannot command his thoughts must not hope 
to control his actions, for evil thoughts are the beginning 
of all evil actions. All mental superiority originates in 
habits of thought. Take away thought from the life of a 
man, and what remains? Only a body with animal 
instincts. You may glean knowledge by reading, but that 
knowledge only becomes useful when applied to life, and 


this application comes only by thinking. It is right think- 
ing that makes the perfect man or woman. This is the 
commencement of true soul-growth. 

Impure thoughts are seeds of sin. If dropped into 
the soil of the mind, they should be cast out immediately ; 
otherwise they will germinate, spring up, and bear fruits 
of sinful words and acts. Few consider the power and 
magnitude of thought. Man is as he thinks. It is the 
thoughts of a man that are the true exponent of his 
character: in short, thought makes character, for as 
the Divine Record says, “As he thinketh in his heart, 
so is he.” 

Good deeds are the paper currency of thought stamped 
in the mint of purity. 

Many lives are wrecked through thoughtlessness alone 
or by wrong thinking. And we who profess to be striving 
toward a character of the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ, should ever remember that no source 
of development toward this grand end is so great as that 
of our minds. To become armed with the mind of Christ 
is indeed to draw nourishment from the same source 
that the Christ-mind was nourished—and that, the 
heavenly manna, To ever hope to attain that state of 
mental loftiness is to persistently and consistently feed 
upon those things which are edifying and profitable for 
doctrine, correction and instruction in righteousness. 
Thus fed, our minds will think before speaking, of what 
we shall speak, and what we shall answer when spoken 
to. 

We shall think before we allow angry passions to over- 
come our reason, or frenzied thoughtlessness to put to 
flight our sense of right. We shall have that disciplined 
mind which, as the heart of the righteous, “‘studieth to 
answer.” We will think well lest aught that is vain or 
idle pass our lips, knowing that only he that is of pure 
speech by having all he says as it becometh the gospel of 
Christ can merit the respect and approval of the Almighty 
Judge, for we read in the Divine Oracles: “If any man 
offend not in word, the same is a perfect man.” Then we 
will think only of those things which are pure and lovely 
and of good report; we will think of God and of all the 
heavenly hosts who have attained their high estate; our 
thoughts being thus elevating and inspiring, our life will 
be full of good deeds, pleasant memories, and joyous 
anticipations of that time when all thought shall be 
expressed in praises to God, and glorious tribute to the 
King of the whole earth. 





Distance is no longer a serious obstacle due to modern 
means of travel. But time remains unconquerable. It cannot 
be expanded, accumulated, mortgaged, hastened or retarded. 
It is the one thing completely beyond man’s control. 


It takes great strength to bring your life up square. . . With 
your accepted thoughts and hold it there; . . . Resisting the 
inertia that drags back. . . from new attempts to the old habit’s 
track. It is so easy to drift back, to sink; .. . So hard to live 
abreast of what you think. 





Pride is a deeply rooted ailment of the soul, the penalty 
of which is misery and the end death. The only remedy lies 
in the sincere, life-long cultivation of humility, which means 
true self-evaluation, seeing ourselves as God sees us. 


* s s s 7 # 


Character does not gather itself and spring up in a 
night like Jonah’s gourd. It is the tardy outcome of duties 
bravely done, of battlings with temptation, of sleepless 
vigilance against assailants, which, like flies in the sum- 
mer, swarm against it. 
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Meditations 
Oy the “Word 


“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 
4; 12). 


Probably more than half this page could be filled with 
the names and titles given by the inspired writers to the 
Word, Truth, Gospel or Wisdom of God. All the metaphor 
and symbolism of a richly poetical language are focused 
and lavished on this one object. And, when we judge it 
by what it is and what it does, we must acknowledge that 
it deserves every word of it, and more. Evidence proves 
it to be what it claims to be—a communication from God 
to man, expressing His will and His purpose. 

To appreciate what this Word does, one must acknowl- 
edge that there is purpose in Creation; that our planet 
was not formed in vain, as it might well seem to the 
superficial observer, but was created to be inhabited by 
a super-race, the overcomers (Isa. 45:18). These super- 
men are being taken out of the jungle of humanity over 
a probationary period of 6000 years, and at the end there- 
of they will be rewarded with immortality. In the mean- 
time, while the plan of salvation has been silently working 
itself out, the non-overcomers have been suffered to infest 
the earth, making their own happiness or misery, mostly 
the latter, until the final clearance when the last vestige 
of evil is swept away and the Kingdom of God fully 
established. 

Throughout the operation of the plan, the thing which 
has enabled the overcomers to be such is the quick and 
powerful Word of God. Without the Book of Rules they 
would have lived and died as the masses, aimlessly and 
hopelessly. To them it was not just another book, but a 
“living and active force,” as Prof. Goodspeed translates 
our text. Convinced of its truthfulness and divinity, they 
acted on what they read. 

We have not counted or compared, but it is likely that 
no idea is more often coupled with the Word than that of 
power, This is fitting, for in this work of overcoming, a 
tremendous power is needed. Human nature has been 
millions of years in the making, and by the dawn of 
history and the beginning of the plan of salvation, our 
racial habits were fixed. To change them in six thousand 
years would seem unlikely, while the idea of surmounting 
the handicaps of heredity and environment and becoming 
a New creature in the span of a single lifetime would 
appear nothing short of impossible. 

Yet that is exactly what every overcomer does. It used 
to take longer than it does now. God does not expect the 
impossible, and takes things into consideration when He 
parcels out our time. The proto-patriarchs were given 
centuries of probation. They undoubtedly needed it all, 
and angelic instruction as well, being nearer to the bar- 
barian background and lacking both a long religious 
tradition and human examples. As the advantages in- 
creased and heredity improved, the life span was short- 
ened, but the work remained unchanged. Even in Apos- 


tolic times, when the power of the Holy Spirit was 
visibly manifested, probation, if well used, could be ex- 
pected to last as long as life. We in this last hour of the 
day of salvation are highly complimented by the Eternal 
in being required to do the same work—some of us— 
in less than a natural lifetime, shut in as we are by the 
imminence of the Second Coming. To us, the Word must 
have far more power and activity than to Methuselah, 
with his 969 years of opportunity. 

No man will crucify every affection and lust of the 
flesh for the sake of error. “If any man be in Christ,” said 
Paul, “he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new” (II Cor. 5:17). Only 
the gospel, the power of God unto salvation, can accom- 
plish this. Whether the words of an angel to Abraham, an 
unrecorded sermon of Jesus, a lost letter by an Apostle, 
or the collection which we possess today, it is all part of 
the Word of God, who spoke ‘at sundry times and in 
divers manners to the fathers” (Heb. 1:1). 

This text is not the only one in which the Word is 
termed a sword. In Eph. 6: 17 the Apostle lists as the sole 
weapon of offense in the Christian’s armory “the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” We venture to 
say that the sword of the ancient legionary was used for 
many and various purposes, even more than the useful 
bayonet of the modern infantryman. It was probably his 
hatchet, crowbar, hammer, chisel, brush-hook, carving 
knife, and what not. In an emergency, he might even eat 
with it. So the Word is to us a utensil of many uses, but 
all tending toward one end—perfection. In this passage 
it is represented both as a lethal weapon and a surgical 
instrument. It penetrates the very vitals, the “joints and 
marrow,” killing the “old man,” the lower nature, and 
cuts away the ugly excrescences and accretions caused by 
sin, It is sharp, not a tool to be handled by children, ama- 
teurs or fools. It cuts both ways, right and left, ourselves 
as well as the other fellow. At least it should; if it does 
not, we are poor swordsmen. 

Now let us consider that strange sentence, “. . . piere- 
ing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit.” Why 
should the soul and spirit be divided? The original Greek 
provides the desired light. ‘“Soul,”—psuchee—in addition 
to its more familiar definition of “life; a living creature, 
ete.” also signifies the animal] or physical nature, as op- 
posed to “spirit”’—pneumatos— which, while often mean- 
ing “the breath of life,” is also used for the spiritual 
elements in human nature. It is the old, old conflict be- 
tween flesh and spirit, between the lower nature and the 
higher, the warfare which each soldier of God must fight 
and win. The Word, as our guide and counsellor, directs 
our steps and divides the works of the flesh from the 
fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:19, 23). 

The Bible is by far the most profound work on psychol- 
ogy ever written, for no other book so simply and thor- 
oughly and unsparingly exposes the hidden thoughts, 
intents and motives of our hearts. It knows us far better 
than we know ourselves. It is the mirror in which we can 
see ourselves, if we will, for the purpose of making our- 
selves over into the image of Him who is creating us. We 
must resort constantly to this mirror, that we may know 
our progress, not being the “forgetful hearer” who, ac- 
cording to James (1: 23—25), beholds himself in the 
glass of Truth and goes his way, forgetting what manner 
of man he was. The victory and the crown are for those 
who remember His commandments to do them. 








Questions and Answers 


What is the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? 


By understanding the truth of the matter and letting 
God tell the story, the subject is one that is very plain. 
We read in Matthew 12: 31, “All manner of sin and blas- 
phemy shall be forgiven unto men; but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven unto men.” 

What is this blasphemy or sin against the Holy Spirit 
which shall not be forgiven unto men? Let Paul answer 
the question and all will be clear; for we read in Hebrews 
6: 4—6, “For it is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted 
the good word of God, and the powers of the world to 
come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again to 
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of 
God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” 

It must be evident that this sin could be committed only 
when they were in possession of the Holy Spirit; for it 
plainly says they “were made partakers of the Holy 
Spirit.” They had tasted “the powers of the world to 
come.” If they fell away, they committed the sin against 
the Holy Spirit and could never be forgiven; a dreadful 
condition to be in, with no hope of forgiveness! 

Since the end of the Jewish Age, A. D. 70, no one has 
had the Holy Spirit because it was withdrawn at the end 
of that age; therefore, since that time no one has sinned 
against the Holy Spirit. If today we could go to the ceme- 
tery where our beloved dead are sleeping, and had power 
to bring them forth from the tomb, as was Lazarus, if we 
could cause the eyes of the blind to be opened, the ears 
of the deaf unstopped, the lame of the palsy healed, and, 
as Paul, shake off a venomous serpent and feel no harm, 
and then should turn back to the weak and beggarly ele- 
ments of the world, we should not deserve to be forgiven. 
Our sin would be unpardonable. But now, between the 
former and the latter rain, when but faith, hope, and 
charity remain, there is no sin that a merciful God will 
not forgive if we still have time and do turn from it. 


What does it mean to be clothed with our house from 
heaven? 


We learn from II Corinthians 5 that our house from 
heaven is immortality, which Christ will bring to us at 
His second coming to earth. The text reads: “For we 
know that if our carthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal, in the heavens. For in this we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven: if so be that being clothed we shall 
not be found naked. For we that are in this tabernacle 
do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be 
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swal- 
lowed up of life” (vs. 1—4). 

These words clearly indicate that our house from heav- 
en is immortality. We “groan,” sigh with anixety, (mod- 
ern Versions) to be clothed upon with our house from 
heaven, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. We 
do not desire to be unclothed, we do not wish to get rid 
cf this life, but we long for the better life, to be clothed 
upon with our house from heaven. 

It will be noted that we have changed the punctuation 
placing a comma after the word “eternal.” Wilson’s 
Emphatic Diaglott so punctuates it. The prize of immor- 
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tality while “eternal” is not eternally in the heavens, 
neither must mortals go to heaven to obtain it. “When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall [we] also 
appear with him in glory” (Col. 3:4). The prize is eter- 
nal, it is now in the heavens, but it shall not always remain 
there. Christ is coming to bring it (Rev. 22:12). 

While in this mortal condition with its sorrow, sick- 
ness, pain and death, we are unclothed. But if we are daily 
becoming “new creatures” by transforming our lives to 
the divine pattern we shall be given that life where there 
will be no more sorrow, no more pain, no more disease, 
or death itself. What a glorious reward! What a clothing! 


s + s a s * * s 
Caditorial 

[* IS VERY difficult to realize it sometimes, and it is 

hard on our pride to admit it when we do realize it, 
but it is a fact nevertheless that the joy and happiness 
and satisfaction of our lives depend very much more upon 
ourselves and the kind of people we are, than upon the 
things that happen to us. True, the external circumstances 
of life may be of such a pleasant character that they may 
add very materially to our comfort and joy, but after all 
it is the kind of will ‘we carry around with us, the attitude 
of our mind and the temper of our spirit, that decides 
whether our lives shall be happy and hopeful, and not so 
much the things that come to us. Observe the young and 
you will discover in the child brought up in humble cir- 
cumstances, whose mind is trained to be thankful for 
the smallest blessing of life, a contentment that is absent 
in the pampered child of fortune whose every whim and 
fancy is gratified, resulting as it often does in a selfish, 
discontented spirit. If we cultivate the right kind of will 
and the wholesome temper of soul, we shall be able to 
adjust ourselves to life with some comfort and satisfac- 
tion, no matter what its incidents and accidents are. And 
the wise man declares, the man to whom God gave wis- 
dom and understanding in a larger measure than to any 
before or after him (I Kings 3:12 and 4: 29): “Happy 
is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding. For the merchandise of it is better than 
the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine 
gold. She is more precious than rubies and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. Length 
of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches 
and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness and all 
her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay 
hold upon her; and happy is every one that retaineth her.” 
Prov. 3:18—18. Yes, irrespective of our surroundings, 
we carry the key of our own happiness ourselves, and no 
one can give it to us or take it away. 





Trouble is oftentimes a blessing, and we shall do well to 
be thankful for our troubles. To the weak, trouble becomes a 
stumbling block; but to the upright, troubles are steppingstones. 
We cannot step upon them without raising ourselves higher. 


Take inventory of yourself and ascertain at first hand if 
you measure to the standard by which you judge others. 
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The oS O ULTLeCYy 


to Emmaus 


It happened on the solemn eventide, 
Soon after He that was our Surety died, 
Two bosom friends, each pensively inclined, 
The scene of all those sorrows left behind, 
Sought their own village, busied as they went 
In musings worthy of the great event: 
They spake of Him they loved, of Him whose life, 
Though blameless, had incurred perpetual strife, 
Whose deeds had left, in spite of hostile arts, 
A deep memorial graven on their hearts. 
The recollection, like a vein of ore, 
The farther traced, enriched them still the more; 
They thought Him, and they justly thought Him, one 
Sent to do more than He appeared t’have done; 
T’exalt a people, and to place them high 
Above all else, and wondered He should die. 
Ere yet they brought their journey to an end, 
A Stranger joined them, courteous as a friend, 
And asked them with a kind engaging air 
What their affliction was, and begged a share. 
Informed, He gathered up the broken thread, 
And, truth and wisdom gracing all He said, 
Explained, illustrated, and searched so well 
The tender theme, on which they chose to dwell, 
That reaching home, “The night,” they said, “is near, 
We must not now be parted, sojourn here.” 
The new acquaintance soon became a guest, 
And, made so welcome at their simple feast, 
He blessed the bread, but vanished at the Word, 
And left them both exclaiming, ““ ’Twas the Lord! 
Did not our hearts feel all He deigned to say, 
Did they not burn within us by the way?” 

W. Cowper. 


\ mh t, 
. Ph 


1 ‘, ‘ . ° 
~ = 
- n< 
uk . hag, Meni fy aS bm ) 
; Nee 








wet Ws Wy ww OE 


